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Diary Dates 

Thursday 25th March 

Wear a Hat Day—£1 donation 

 

Friday 26th March 

Inset Day School Closed 

 

Monday 29th March —Friday 9th April 

Easter Holidays 

 

Monday 3rd May 

May Day Bank Holiday 

 

Thursday 6th May 

Polling Station—School staying open to all chil-
dren 

 

Friday 28th May 

Inset Day School Closed 

 

Monday 31st May—Friday 4th June 

May Half Term 

www.clsdurham.co.uk 

Prayer of the Week 

What a fantastic first week we have all had. Great fun was had and memories 
made on Monday of animals and ice-cream! 

Followed by a week of amazing learning in all classrooms! The children have 
worked so hard and the staff have been amazed at how resilient the             
children have been to coming back into school and coping with all the changes to 
different routines. Congratulations to all of you for supporting your children 
through a return to normal school life. 

The pandemic has meant that, as a School, we have had to face some           
challenging times and you will have seen a number of changes within the school. 
Please be assured that we always put the needs of the children first to ensure 
the best outcomes for them both academically and to support their mental 
health and wellbeing. That said, there are certain decisions that are beyond our 
control. Over the past few weeks a number of staff have made some very per-
sonal decisions regarding their time at CLS, and it is with a heavy heart that I 
must inform you that Mrs Affleck and Mrs Graham have chosen to leave our 
school. Mrs Graham will leave at the end of this term, and I am very pleased to 
inform Reception parents that we have recruited Mrs Amanda Edwards as the 
Class Teacher until the end of the year. Mrs Edwards is a very experienced 
teacher and she has already had the chance to meet our wonderful children. 
She will be in School from Monday 22nd March working alongside the reception 
staff to ensure a smooth transition for your child. 

Congratulations to Mr Hall and his partner who have welcomed a healthy Baby Boy. Baby Ellis is absolutely           
gorgeous!  

After 14 special years with the C of E community, I’ve decided it’s time for me to move to pastures new. I’d like to 
thank all the pupils, staff and parents, past and present, for so many happy memories. It’s been an incredible privilege 
seeing children grow into their potential, and bumping into them as adults too! I’ll miss you and I’m so grateful to you all 
for making my time here so enjoyable and rewarding. Mrs Affleck. 

I have absolutely loved being a teacher at C of E. Parents, staff and of course our amazing children have all played a 
huge part in my 8 years here and I have gained some wonderful memories which I will take with me when starting my new 
journey. Thank you to everyone who has made my experience so special and I wish you the very best of luck in the              
future. I will miss you all. Mrs Graham x 

Please see the lovely messages from our two-outgoing staff. We wish them all 
the best for their future. 

http://www.chester-le-street.durham.sch.uk


Chester-le-Street CE Primary School  @chesterlestcofe 

School opens for a soft start at 8:45am—9am. Please note there should be only one adult at drop 
off to help us minimise large crowds on the yard, social distancing must be maintained at all time. 

Registers will be taken at 9am, any children arriving at school after this time must be brought to 
the main office and signed in by an adult. If your child is ill or absent for any reason, you MUST 
contact the school office every day they are absent by 9am with a reason for their absence. 

All wrap around care bookings must be made and paid for one week in advance via Parent Pay. Those 
who haven’t booked by Friday at 12pm will be unable to attend the following week. We are unable to 
take bookings over the phone. 

If you haven’t booked via Parent Pay, but turn up to breakfast club, unfortunately you will be 
turned away at the door. As a school we are following strict Government guidance and numbers are 
currently restricted due to this.  

This year instead of raising money for Red Nose Day, we 
are going to have a fundraising day for Brain Tumour               
Research instead. This year the theme is ‘Wear a Hat 
day’. The event will take place in school on Thursday 25th 
March with a suggested donation of £1 to help raise 
funds for this amazing charity!  

More information can be found on our Facebook page or 
on Aston’s Instagram:                                        
www.instagram.com/astons_journey 

At the end of the day we have had a lot of parents arriving early to collect children which results in 
lots of people on the playground. The gates will not open until 3:10pm. Please remember you can                 
collect your children anytime between 3:15pm and 3:30pm. 

Can I please ask you to park considerately. I received 3 complaints from neighbours on Tuesday due 
to cars double parking or parking across residents driveways. If anyone has any solutions for the 
parking issues around school, please email the office. 

Masks must be worn on the school premises at all times, this includes dropping children off at              
breakfast club, normal drop off/pick up times and at after school club pick up.  

Please be aware that we will be offering remote learning to those children who are absent from 
school due to shielding or COVID related isolation. We cannot set work for children because 
they are absent from school for any other reason.  

Please also be aware that staff are now teaching their classes full time. They will only be able to 
see and respond to emails before 8:30am and after 4pm. I have also advised staff that they 
should not be looking at emails during the evenings and weekends and hope that you would                
support me, in supporting their mental health and well-being. Staff are still getting a large                  
number of emails and we would kindly request that we all try to get back to 'normal' now that we 
have returned to a normal working pattern.  

We’ve had a fantastic first week back at school, head over to our Facebook page to see more photos of 
what we’ve been up to! 


