
 

 
 

 
15th May 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We will start this letter with the most important message; everyone at Chester-le-Street Church 

of England Primary School wants the children to return to School as soon as it is safe to do so.  

All of us miss the children terribly and working together, our aim has always been, and will 

continue to be, to offer them the best level of education, care and nurture at all times. 

As you know, the Government have announced that, subject to their 5 tests being met, Primary 

Schools will re-open in some way for pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 from 1st June and 

we are currently making plans assuming that the 5 tests set out by Government are met.  

It is important to share with you that Unions representing all staff in Schools are concerned by 

the proposed return and have raised their concerns with the Government.  If the Government 

do not find agreement with the Unions then this may affect the proposed return. 

It is fair to say that there are many unknowns at the moment.  

Over the past days, the Government has issued several guidance documents. Some of these 

have been intended to assist Schools in planning for the proposed return. The safety and 

welfare of pupils and staff must be at the heart of all decisions. Never has that principle been 

more crucial than it is now.  

At this stage, it is important to inform you that School will be extremely different to normal and 

we would like to share some of these differences to support you in making an informed 

decision: 

1. Children will be taught in groups of no more than 13 pupils.  

2. Your child may NOT be taught by their normal class teacher or teaching assistant 

3. Your child may NOT be taught in their normal classroom and may have a different entry 

and exit point to what they are used to 

4. Children will be required to socially distance, they will have an allocated space and 

resources 

5. The curriculum will focus on the needs of the pupil’s emotional wellbeing first before 

lessons progress to academic subjects 

6. Children will not be able to mix with others beyond their allocated group, there will be 

separate lunchtimes and playtimes  

7. At this point there are no plans to introduce before and after school club 



8. Parents will be required to ensure social distancing prior to the children entering the 

school 

Firstly, we currently believe we have the capacity to teach children in small groups in different 

classrooms across the School site. Reception, Y1 and Y6 teachers have split the children into 

these groups by looking at friendship groups. The most important consideration has to be the 

mental well being of our children; being with their friends is a key part of coming to school.  

Secondly, social distancing for younger children will be a challenge. All staff will try to support 

your children to socially distance, this may be an impossible task and should be considered 

when making your decision. 

We would highly recommend that you read the Government Guidance on the re-opening of 

schools as it does contain some important information and demonstrates the principles we will 

be following: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-

19-recovery-strategy 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-

parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 

Later today a survey will be sent to parents and carers of all children in Reception, Y1 and Y6.  It 

would be appreciated if this could be completed over the weekend to allow us to continue with 

the planning process on Monday. 

This survey will ask whether, in the event of re-opening on June 1st, you will be sending your 

child to school. The options will be 'Yes', 'No' and 'Unsure' and there will be a space to ask 

questions if you are currently unsure. Providing us with this information will help us to make 

the absolute best decisions in terms of risk assessments.  

The virus cannot be seen and so therefore all we can do is to try to ensure that all sensible 

precautions are taken if it is deemed that we are to reopen. The Government provide advice 

and guidelines but, while they are keen for children to return for a variety of sound educational 

and social reasons, they are not enforcing school attendance by law at this time and ultimately 

parents need to be fully satisfied that their children are safe at this time of unprecedented 

national crisis.  

Our advice to you is to do what is best for your family; every family has their own set of 
circumstances with some parents having to return to work.  
 
All children are unique and some children may have struggled emotionally away from school 
and need that interaction with other children; a return to school may allow those children to 
thrive on the new routines that school can offer. 
 
These times are challenging for EVERYBODY and there are no right or wrong answers.  We all 
look forward to a time when we can open our doors to all members of our community. 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/our-plan-to-rebuild-the-uk-governments-covid-19-recovery-strategy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june


Thank you and stay safe. 
Ms R Butler (Headteacher) and The Interim Executive Board of Chester-Le-Street 
C.E Primary School 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


