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I hope the following provided answers to the questions raised by parents, carers and 
staff:  

● Children have been placed in a group of no more than 13 children from their year 
group. These groups are based on friendships and are not interchangeable 

● One teacher will be placed with each group with a teaching assistant if required. 
Teachers will not move between groups. Children may not be taught by a teacher 
or teaching assistant who is known to them. 

● Key worker children who are not in reception, Y1 and Y6 will be placed together 
in a group 

● Some parents may not wish their children to return straight away and we will 
accommodate children as and when parents feel it is right for their child to return 

●  Our priority will be the mental wellbeing of the children in the first instance, 
getting to know them and talking about how they feel and any worries they have 

● The first week of opening we will NOT open full time, this is to allow for smaller 
numbers in school to get used to the new routines and expectations on children. 
We will have to teach them the new school routines. 

● There will be a key curriculum focus on Reading and phonics for your children as 
well as core maths including number. Older children will work on transition 
projects designed to support their move up to high school as well as focussing on 
missed element of the Y6 curriculum (there will be no SATs based work) 

●  Each group will remain in the same classroom throughout the day 
● There are planned opportunities for outdoor learning so that more of the 

curriculum is taught outside 
●  Children will eat in their classroom 
● Each group will be supervised at lunchtime by the same person each day 
●  No more that 2 groups will share a set of toilets and toilet times have been 

staggered throughout the day 
●  Children will be expected to wash their hands regularly throughout the day 

(parents can send hand moisturiser) 
● Groups will have separate outdoor play and learning time. They will not come 

into contact with anyone from another group 
●  Children are encouraged to wear uniform with trainers (due to increased outdoor 

time) however clean clothes should be worn each day and therefore leisure wear 
is allowed. Hair must be tied back. 



●  Children will have a designated seat in their classroom and will be encouraged 
to remain in this seat 

●  Children will have designated resources provided by the school, including a 
computer where necessary 

● Unnecessary tables and equipment will be removed from classrooms 
●  Windows and doors will be open at all times to improve ventilation 
●  Surfaces including door handles, tables and chairs will be wiped down 

throughout the day 
● Face tissues will be available in the classrooms as well as lidded bins 
● For Reception sharing of equipment will be as limited as possible. Children will 

be given their own equipment as much as possible and will be encouraged to 
play alongside, not with others 

● Children should ONLY bring a packed lunch, water bottle and coat (no other 
bags please including pencil cases) 

●  School will provide meals to all who want it, this would be our preferred option 
●  Children will enter and exit the school through their designated doors only 
●  A maximum of 2 groups will be sharing an entry/exit point 
● Parents will be responsible for social distancing whilst queuing to enter/ exit 

building 
● At the moment there will be NO before and after school club. This is because we 

cannot staff all groups of children at this time, we apologise for this 
inconvenience 

● There will be a staggered start and end to the day: Children with the surname 
A-L enter 8.45-8.55 and exit 3.10-3.20. Children with the surname M-Z enter 
8.55-9.05 and exit 3.20-3.30 

● Staff and children will not be expected to wear PPE: Schools and other education 
or childcare settings should therefore not require staff, children and learners to 
wear face coverings. Changing habits, cleaning and hygiene are effective 
measures in controlling the spread of the virus.  

With the exception of the following: 

if a child, young person or other learner becomes unwell with symptoms of 
coronavirus while in their setting and needs direct personal care until they can 
return home. A fluid-resistant surgical face mask should be worn by the 
supervising adult if a distance of 2 metres cannot be maintained. If contact with 
the child or young person is necessary, then disposable gloves, a disposable 
apron and a fluid-resistant surgical face mask should be worn by the supervising 
adult. If a risk assessment determines that there is a risk of splashing to the 
eyes, for example from coughing, spitting, or vomiting, then eye protection should 
also be worn. 

 

 

 

 



 

Further DFE important points to note: 

Early years and primary age children cannot be expected to remain 2 metres apart from 
each other and staff. In deciding to bring more children back to early years and schools, 
we are taking this into account. Schools should therefore work through the hierarchy of 
measures set out above: 

● avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms 
● frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practices 
● regular cleaning of settings 
● minimising contact and mixing 

Where settings can keep children and young people in those small groups 2 metres 
away from each other, they should do so. While in general groups should be kept apart, 
brief, transitory contact, such as passing in a corridor, is low risk. 

What happens if someone becomes unwell at an educational or childcare setting? 

If anyone becomes unwell with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature in an 
education or childcare setting, they must be sent home and advised to follow the 
COVID-19: guidance for households with possible coronavirus infection guidance. 
If a child is awaiting collection, they should be moved, if possible, to a room where they 
can be isolated behind a closed door, depending on the age of the child and with 
appropriate adult supervision if required. Ideally, a window should be opened for 
ventilation. If it is not possible to isolate them, move them to an area which is at least 2 
metres away from other people. 
If they need to go to the bathroom while waiting to be collected, they should use a 
separate bathroom if possible. The bathroom should be cleaned and disinfected using 
standard cleaning products before being used by anyone else. 
PPE should be worn by staff caring for the child while they await collection if a distance 
of 2 metres cannot be maintained (such as for a very young child or a child with 
complex needs). 
In an emergency, call 999 if they are seriously ill or injured or their life is at risk. Do not 
visit the GP, pharmacy, urgent care centre or a hospital. 
If a member of staff has helped someone who was unwell with a new, continuous cough 
or a high temperature, they do not need to go home unless they develop symptoms 
themselves (and in which case, a test is available) or the child subsequently tests 
positive (see ‘What happens if there is a confirmed case of coronavirus in a setting?’ 
below). They should wash their hands thoroughly for 20 seconds after any contact with 
someone who is unwell. Cleaning the affected area with normal household disinfectant 
after someone with symptoms has left will reduce the risk of passing the infection on to 
other people. See the COVID-19: cleaning of non-healthcare settings guidance. 
 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings


 
 
 
What happens if there is a confirmed case of coronavirus in a setting? 
When a child, young person or staff member develops symptoms compatible with 
coronavirus, they should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 7 days. Their 
fellow household members should self-isolate for 14 days. All staff and students who 
are attending an education or childcare setting will have access to a test if they display 
symptoms of coronavirus, and are encouraged to get tested in this scenario. 
Where the child, young person or staff member tests negative, they can return to their 
setting and the fellow household members can end their self-isolation. 
Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class or 
group within their childcare or education setting should be sent home and advised to 
self-isolate for 14 days. The other household members of that wider class or group do 
not need to self-isolate unless the child, young person or staff member they live with in 
that group subsequently develops symptoms. 
As part of the national test and trace programme, if other cases are detected within the 
cohort or in the wider setting, Public Health England’s local health protection teams will 
conduct a rapid investigation and will advise schools and other settings on the most 
appropriate action to take. In some cases a larger number of other children, young 
people may be asked to self-isolate at home as a precautionary measure – perhaps the 
whole class, site or year group. Where settings are observing guidance on infection 
prevention and control, which will reduce risk of transmission, closure of the whole 
setting will not generally be necessary. 

 

 


